
 

 

 

THE SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY OF PENTECOST 
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FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH 

WEBSITE:  1stlutherantopeka.org 

1234 Fairlawn Road, Topeka, KS 66604   Church office:  (785) 272-5302   CDO office:  (785) 272-5999 

Ministers All Members of First 

Senior Pastor Reverend Jennifer Jackson 

Coordinator of Stewardship and Outreach Pastor Bob Dealey 

Children’s Day Out (CDO) Director Kathy Dale 

Caring for Kids 1st Director Julie Bradley 

Organist Jerry Anderson 

Director of Music Mark Fuller 

Director of Handbell Choirs Linda Anderson 

Secretary LaDonna J. Little 

Bookkeeper Cindy Crawford 

Nursery Attendant Tahira Schmidt 

Missionaries in Russia Rev. Bradn & Natasha Buerkle 

Missionaries in Guinea Jim & Dawn Anderson 
 

WE WELCOME all who worship with us today!  We extend a special greeting to our visitors and invite 

you to worship with us again soon.  Please make yourselves known to our pastor and people.  Grab a 

“welcome bag” in the Welcome Center area to take home and learn more about 1st Lutheran. 
 

COME TO THE FELLOWSHIP TIME BEFORE AND AFTER THE WORSHIP SERVICE      

Gather in the Nave Lounge to enjoy refreshments, talk with fellow worshippers, greet people you don’t 

know, make new friends, enjoy your time at First and share the love of Christ. 
 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION  Lutheran Christians believe that in the sacrament of Holy Communion, 

by the power of God’s Word and Holy Spirit, we receive the body and blood of Jesus Christ, along with the 

bread and wine, for our forgiveness and salvation.  If you share in this belief, you are welcome to participate 

with us.  Non-communing children and adults may come forward to receive a blessing.  White grape juice is 

available, as well as gluten free wafers.  If you desire to receive communion at your pew, please alert an 

usher during the prelude. 
 

A NOTE TO PARENTS:  First Lutheran Church welcomes children of all ages to be a part of our worship 

services.  Children’s Bibles are located in the pews and a number of items are available on a cart in the 

Nave Lounge to help them (and you) have a pleasant worship experience.  We hope you enjoy these 

activities in church and at home!! 

CHILDCARE:  If you prefer, you may leave your preschool children in our well-equipped, staffed nursery 

during the service.  Or, if you need to take a walk with your child, our speaker system provides audio of the 

service in the Nave Lounge and Library. 
 

WHEELCHAIR available in the Welcome Center area or north entranceway. 

EARPHONES for the hearing impaired and LARGE PRINT BULLETINS. 
 

PLEASE, NO FOOD OR DRINK IN THE MAIN WORSHIP CENTER. 

Called by the Spirit, we serve Christ, sharing God’s love with all. 
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THE CELEBRATION OF WORSHIP 

AT FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

HOLY COMMUNION , EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN WORSHIP, SETTING TEN 
 

Before worship, talk to God.     During worship, let God talk to you.     After worship, talk to your fellow worshipper. 
 

GATHERING  
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

PRELUDE  ñThis Little Light of Mineò  (Traditional spiritual / arr. J. Behnke) 
 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS 

(Please pass the maroon signature of Friendship up and down the pew. 

Be sure to introduce yourself to your fellow worshippers.) 
 

Congregation shall stand or sit, as able. 
 

CHIMES   
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P: Blessed be the À holy Trinity, the one who fashions us, the one who heals us, the one who reforms us 

again and again. 

C: Amen. 

P: Let us confess our sin, calling for God's transforming power. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

P: Source of all life, 

C: we confess that we have not allowed your grace to set us free.  We fear that we are not good 

enough.  We hear your word of love freely given to us, yet we expect others to earn it.  We turn 

the church inward, rather than moving it outward.  Forgive us.  Stir us.  Reform us to be a 

church powered by love, willing to speak for what is right, act for what is just, and seek the 

healing of your whole creation.  Amen. 

P: God hears our cry and sends the Spirit to change us and to empower our lives in the world.  Our sins 

are forgiven, À God's love is unconditional, and we are raised up as God's people who will always be 

made new, in the name of Jesus Christ. 

C: Amen. 
 

886 GATHERING SONG  ñOh, for a Thousand Tongues to Singò 

Stanza   1.  ALL      2.  Women     3.  &  4.  In Harmony     5.  Men     6.  ALL  
 

GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 



 4 

SONG OF PRAISE  ñCome, Let Us Joinò                        page 204 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

P: Gracious God, throughout the ages you transform sickness into health and death into life.  Open us to 

the power of your presence, and make us a people ready to proclaim your promises to the whole world, 

through Jesus Christ, our healer and Lord.      

C: Amen. 
 

Congregation shall sit.                                           
 

CONSECRATION OF EDUCATION MINISTERS  
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE AND BIBLE DISTRIBUTION   
 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scriptures read, sung, and preached. 
 

FIRST READING :  Isaiah 35:4-7a 
These verses are a word of hope to the exiles in Babylon.  Chapter 34 portrays God's vengeance on Edom, Israel's 

age-old enemy, which makes the path from Babylon to Zion safe for the exiles' return.  The desert itself will flow with 

water to give drink to the returning exiles. 
 

4Say to those who are of a fearful heart, "Be strong, do not fear!  Here is your God.  He will come with 

vengeance, with terrible recompense.  He will come and save you." 
5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 6then the lame shall leap 

like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy.  For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and 

streams in the desert; 7the burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water. 
 

L:  This is the Word of the Lord.  C:  Thanks be to God. 
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(Spoken Responsively with Lector) 

 

PSALM 146           
1Hallelujah!  Praise the LORD, O my soul! 
2I will prai se the LORD as long as I live; I will sing praises to my God while I have my being. 
 

3Put not your trust in rulers, in mortals in whom there is no help. 
4When they breathe their last, they return to earth, and in that day their thoughts perish. 
 

5Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help, whose hope is in the LORD their God; 
6who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; who keeps promises forever; 
 

7who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those who hunger. The LORD sets the captive 

free. 
8The LORD opens the eyes of the blind; the LORD lifts up those who are bowed down; the LORD 

loves the righteous. 
 

9The LORD cares for the stranger; the LORD sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way of the 

wicked. 
10The LORD shall reign forever, your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah! 

 

 

SECOND READING:  James 2:1-10, 14-17 
Faithful Christians do not show partiality to the rich and powerful of the world, especially at the expense of the poor 

and weak.  Likewise, faith does not pay mere lip-service to God's will.  Instead, a living Christian faith expresses itself 

in acts of compassion and mercy for those in need. 
 
1My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really believe in our glorious Lord Jesus 

Christ?  2For if a person with gold rings and in fine clothes comes into your assembly, and if a poor person 

in dirty clothes also comes in, 3and if you take notice of the one wearing the fine clothes and say, "Have a 

seat here, please," while to the one who is poor you say, "Stand there," or, "Sit at my feet," 4have you not 

made distinctions among yourselves, and become judges with evil thoughts?  5Listen, my beloved brothers 

and sisters.  Has not God chosen the poor in the world to be rich in faith and to be heirs of the kingdom that 

he has promised to those who love him?  6But you have dishonored the poor.  Is it not the rich who oppress 

you?  Is it not they who drag you into court?  7Is it not they who blaspheme the excellent name that was 

invoked over you? 
8You do well if you really fulfill the royal law according to the scripture, "You shall love your neighbor as 

yourself."  9But if you show partiality, you commit sin and are convicted by the law as transgressors.  10For 

whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become accountable for all of it. 
14What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do not have works?  Can faith save 

you?  15If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, 16and one of you says to them, "Go in peace; 

keep warm and eat your fill," and yet you do not supply their bodily needs, what is the good of that?  17So 

faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead. 
 

L:  This is the Word of the Lord.  C:  Thanks be to God. 
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Congregation shall stand or sit, as able.  
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                                                                                             page 205 

 
 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to Saint Mark, the 7th chapter.      

C:  Glory to you, O Lord.  

 

GOSPEL:  Mark 7:24-37 
In Mark's gospel, encounters with women usually signify turning points in Jesus' ministry.  Here, a conversation with a 

Syrophoenician woman marks the beginning of his mission to the Gentiles. 
 
24[Jesus] set out and went away to the region of Tyre.  He entered a house and did not want anyone to know 

he was there.  Yet he could not escape notice, 25but a woman whose little daughter had an unclean spirit 

immediately heard about him, and she came and bowed down at his feet.  26Now the woman was a Gentile, 

of Syrophoenician origin.  She begged him to cast the demon out of her daughter.  27He said to her, "Let the 

children be fed first, for it is not fair to take the children's food and throw it to the dogs."  28But she 

answered him, "Sir, even the dogs under the table eat the children's crumbs."  29Then he said to her, "For 

saying that, you may goðthe demon has left your daughter."  30So she went home, found the child lying on 

the bed, and the demon gone. 
31Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon towards the Sea of Galilee, in the 

region of the Decapolis.  32They brought to him a deaf man who had an impediment in his speech; and they 

begged him to lay his hand on him.  33He took him aside in private, away from the crowd, and put his 

fingers into his ears, and he spat and touched his tongue.  34Then looking up to heaven, he sighed and said 

to him, "Ephphatha," that is, "Be opened."  35And immediately his ears were opened, his tongue was 

released, and he spoke plainly.  36Then Jesus ordered them to tell no one; but the more he ordered them, the 

more zealously they proclaimed it.  37They were astounded beyond measure, saying, "He has done 

everything well; he even makes the deaf to hear and the mute to speak." 
 

P:  The Gospel of the Lord. C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Congregation shall sit. 
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SERMON   
 

677 HYMN OF THE DAY  ñThis Little Light of Mineò 
 

WELCOMING OF NEW MEMBERS           See Bulletin Page 11 
 

Congregation shall stand or sit, as able. 
 

APOSTLES' CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

A: Freed by God in Christ to live and love and serve, we pray for the church, those in need, and all of 

God's beloved creation. 

A brief silence. 

A: Gracious God, you call your church to proclaim the love of Christ to a needy world.  Embolden us to be 

your risen body by welcoming strangers and serving our neighbors.  Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

A: Creative God, small sprouts and tall trees proclaim your majesty.  Give us clear eyes to see nature's 

beauty and wise minds to protect our home, this earth, from misuse and harm.  Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

A: Sovereign God, you draw order from chaos.  Watch over the nations of the world.  Bless citizens and 

leaders who strive toward the beloved community for which you long.  Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

A: Loving God, you give us all that we need.  When your children suffer from hunger, poverty, loneliness, 

persecution, injury, or illness, send generous helpers and companions.  We pray especially for. . . . (see 

bulletin page 11).  Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

The Assisting Minister offers additional prayers. 

A: Welcoming God, you set a table for us.  Embolden this congregation to seek new ways of inviting 

others to the feast of all creation.  Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

A: You bless us with throngs of saints who witness to your compassion.  With gratitude, we recall the lives 

and deeds of those who proclaim lovingkindness to a needy world.  Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
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P: Into your wide embrace, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your boundless 

mercy through Jesus Christ, our Redeemer. 

C: Amen. 
 

PEACE             P:  The peace of Christ be with you always.     C:  And also with you. 

The ministers and the assembly may greet one another with a gesture of Christôs peace, 

and may say these or similar words:  Peace be with you. 
 

Congregation shall sit.                                          MEAL  

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
 

OFFERING  ñCome Into the Houseò       Senior Choir             (J.W. Snyder) 
 

Congregation shall stand or sit, as able. 
 

692 OFFERING SONG  ñWe Are an Offeringò 
 

OFFERING PRAYER  

A: God of life, 

C: you give us these gifts of the earth, these resources of our life and our labor.  Take them, offered 

in great thanksgiving, and use them to set a table that will heal the whole creation; through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Light.  Amen. 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING                                                                                                             page 206 

P: The Lord be with you. C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy….…..we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                                                                                                   hymn 190 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it 

to his disciples, saying:  Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

P: Speak to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, and make us one with you. 

 

Congregation shall sit. 

 

COMMUNION SONG  ñLamb of Godò                                                                                          page 208 

 
 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
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COMMUNION VOLUNTARY   ñHark, the Voice of Jesus Callingò        (arr. J. Behnke) 

 

612 COMMUNION HYMN   ñHealer of Our Every Illò 

 

Congregation shall stand or sit, as able.      

 

After all have communed, congregation shall stand. 

 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING              Congregation:  Amen 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER  

A: Holy and compassionate God, in bread and wine you give us gifts that form us to be humble and 

courageous.  May your words come to life in our serving and in our witness, that we might speak a 

living voice of healing and justice to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our rock and our redeemer. 

C: Amen. 

SENDING  
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

BLESSING 

P: God, creator of all things, speaking reformation into being; Jesus Christ, savior of the world, raising the 

dead; Holy Spirit, living voice, calling and enlightening the church:  Almighty God, Father, À Son, and 

Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

537 SENDING SONG  ñOn Our Way Rejoicingò 

 

DISMISSAL   

A:  Go in peace.  Sound the good news. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE  Reprise on ñThis Little Light of Mineò 
 

PERMISSIONS:  ELW Setting 10 Text and Music copyrighted © 2006 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

Published by Augsburg Fortress Publishers, reproduced under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 

#SB1216798;  Psalm refrain reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year B © 1996 Augsburg Fortress, 

reproduced under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB121679;  New Revised Standard Version 

Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in 

the United States of America.  Used by permission.  All rights reserved. 

 

THE ALTAR FLOWERS  are given by Barb Collins for a blessing on all people born in September and  

Martha Donohoe in loving memory of her mama, Maxine. 
 

THE ETERNAL CANDLE FOR SEPTEMBER is given by Martha Donohoe in remembrance of her  

dear mother, Maxine Larrick. 



 11 

PARENTSõ take this bulletin home for a fun game with your kids!  Have them 

search through the bulletin and circle or highlight this weekõs word:  BIBLE .  
 

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH ARE REQUESTED FOR THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE:  

Bob May (Stormont Vail Hospital), Phyllis Schmidt (St. Francis Hospital), Vera Pearce (home), Bob Papp 

(home), Virginia Will (home), Ann Johnson (home), Cindy Ronnekamp (home), Ken Sherbert (home), Diane 

White (home), Charlotte Weddle (CDO Teacher), Marjorie Perry (Bill’s mother), Linda Deines (Karen Papp’s 

sister), Ben Beery (friend of Haden Roark), Jerome Gutierrez (Dolores Ussery’s nephew), Keith Brumbaugh 

(Ruth Denno’s brother), Don Kalthoff (former member), Heather Roesch (Tracy’s sister-in-law), Norm Stahl 

(friend of Carolyn Olson), Katelynn Herring (Jeanie Schuler’s great niece), Bob Avery (friend of Carolyn Olson), 

Robin Michael (daughter of friend of Nancy Vaughn), Mary Lou Brunkhorst (Ann Sanders’ mother), Cheryl 

Jackson (Brooke Roark’s aunt), Linda Myers (Trudi’s daughter-in-law), David Metzenthin (Bud & Lois’ son), 

Kay Dahlquist (Phil Engelhardt’s sister), Annika Lundgren (friend of the Engelhardt’s).   

 

OUR CONDOLENCES to Virginia Will on the death of her sister, Darlene M. Self. 

 

 

NEW MEMBERS AND SPONSORS 

SEPTEMBER 9, 2018 
Robert Hanna John Hanna 

  

Chere Lewman Crystal Tremblay 

  

Jeff Montague Joe Montague 
 

SCRIPTURE PONDERINGS 
SEVENTEENTH OF PENTECOST    WEEKEND OF SEPTEMBER 8 & 9 

Isaiah 35:4-7a     Psalm 146     James 2:1-10, 14-17     Mark 7:24-37 

We hear in our Gospel this weekend the story of Jesus healing 

the outsider, a Syrophoenician woman.  We also see Jesus heal 

a deaf man who is made able to hear the Word of God.  Our 

New Testament reading pairs well to teach us that as 

Christians, we do not show partiality to any, nor do we offer lip 

service.  As faithful Christians, we are to lead lives that express 

compassion and mercy to all who are in need.  We will look at 

Norman Rockwell's "Golden Rule" painting as an illustration 

of this text. 
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SCRIPTURE PONDERINGS 
EIGHTEENTH OF PENTECOST    WEEKEND OF SEPTEMBER 15 & 16 

Isaiah 50:4-9a     Psalm 116:1-9     James 3:1-12     Mark 8:27-38 

"Those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the Gospel, will save it."  What does it mean to 

be a Christian?  What do we sacrifice?  Christians are given grace upon grace and we Lutherans cling to that 

promise!  And though we understand "works" do not give us salvation, we are called to respond to our gifts 

from Christ.  We will look at Norman Rockwell's "Shuffleton's Barbershop" painting as illustration of this 

text.  It is an image of three amateur musicians playing in the back of a barbershop, and it is a loving 

accounting of the humble incidents that give our daily lives meaning.  As Christians, we understand what 

gives our lives meaning can be humble, but always holy. 

 

LAY MINISTERS TODAY                                  10:00 am 

Assisting Minister George Bales 

Lector Ted Ensley 

Acolyte Adam Schultz 

Communion Assistants Diane Dukat, Ted Ensley 

Presenting the Gifts Krumins Family 

Council Member on Duty  Anita Wolgast 

Altar Guild Patricia Drake, Nancy Vaughn 

Ushers Barb Collins, Allison Hitch, Bloom Tork 

South Door Greeters  Schultz Family 

North Door Greeters Pat Booth, Bonnie Phillips 

Bus Driver & Host/Hostess Randy Debenham, LaVerne Engelhardt 

Saturday Lector / Altar Guild Martha Donohoe / Kim Magee 

Stephen Minister 9/10-16/2018 Diane Dukat 

 

LOOKING FORWARD TO NEXT WEEK 
 

SEPTEMBER 16 – 18th Pentecost                                  10:00 am 

Assisting Minister Bryce Cripps 

Lector Anita Wolgast 

Acolyte Blake Arndt 

Communion Assistants Judy Cripps, Ted Ensley 

Presenting the Gifts Roark Family 

Council Member on Duty  Allison Hitch 

Altar Guild Karen & Bob Wollin 

Ushers David & Patricia Drake 

South Door Greeters  Denny & Darlene Payne 

North Door Greeters Bill & Phyllis Buch 

Bus Driver & Host/Hostess Joe Montague, Leslie Malone 

Saturday Lector / Altar Guild Sherrie Petersen / Nancy Sherbert 

Stephen Minister 9/17-23/2018 Maureen “Mo” Krumins 
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Z IN THE FIRST PLACE THIS WEEK Z 

Children’s Day Out Preschool (CDO) schedule:  M, T, W & F  9am-3pm   Thursday 9-11:30 am 

TODAY     SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY OF PENTECOST 

RALLY DAY & NEW MEMBER SUNDAY 

8:40 a.m. – Adult Education 

9:00 a.m. – Hunger and Advent Planning Meeting 

9:40 a.m. – Choir Warm-up 

10:00 a.m. – Holy Communion 

11:15 a.m. – RALLY DAY POTLUCK 

4:00 p.m. – Cub Scout Committee (115) 

Monday, September 10     Library Lady Visits CDO 

6:30 p.m. ï Church Council Meeting 

7:00 p.m. ï Boy Scout Troop 175 (PH) 

Tuesday, September 11     Library Lady Visits CDO 

8:00 a.m. – Men’s Tuesday Morning Bible Study 

10:00 a.m. – Staff Meeting 

2:00 p.m. – Stephen Ministry Leaders 

6:30 p.m. – Wolf Den (115) and Bear Den (116) 

7:00 p.m. – “On a Mission from God” Adult Class (202) 

Wednesday, September 12 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE  

9:00 a.m. – What-Sew-Ever 

6:30 p.m. – Parish Life Committee 

6:30 p.m. – Girl Scout Troop 3397 (115) 

7:00 p.m. – Stewardship Committee 

Thursday, September 13 

10:00 a.m. – Adult Bible Study at Thornton Place 

6:30 p.m. – Adult Bell Choir Rehearsal 

7:30 p.m. – Senior Choir Rehearsal 

Friday, September 14     HOLY CROSS DAY 

Pastor Jenny’s Day Off 

Saturday, September 15 

5:00 p.m. ï Holy Communion (Chapel) 

Sunday, September 16     EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY OF PENTECOST 

8:40 a.m. – Adult Education 

9:00 a.m. – Youth Bell Choir Rehearsal 

9:00 a.m. – Mission Trip Planning Meeting (Library) 

9:40 a.m. – Choir Warm-up 

10:00 a.m. – Holy Communion 

11:15 a.m. – Sunday School PreK-HS 

11:15 a.m. – Adult Education “Faith, A Journey for All” 
 

LESSONS SEPTEMBER 15 & 16 

Isaiah 50:4-9a     Psalm 116:1-9     James 3:1-12     Mark 8:27-38 
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PARISH NOTICES 
 

 
 

TODAY is RALLY DAY 

SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE 

8:40 Adult Education 

10:00 Worship 

11:15 RALLY DAY POTLUCK! 
Following the worship service, Let's Eat!!! and celebrate the start of another year of Faith 

Formation in the church.  People with last names A - G bring a salad, H - P bring a dessert, 

and Q - Z bring a protein dish to share.  There will be games for kids AND adults. 

 
SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH, 20 18 -2019 SCHOOL YEAR  

We will meet at 11:15, following worship for faith formation and fun.  
Sunday School is offered for children in Preschool through 12 th grade.   

REGISTER online or grab a registration form in the church office.  
http://www.123formbuilder.com/form -3938095/School -Admission -Form  

We look forward to another year of growing together in faith!  

 

NEW ADULT EDUCATION CLASS BEGINS TODAY, SEPTEMBER 9th 

Starting TODAY, George Bales will lead an adult Bible study called ñGodôs World and Godôs 
Peopleò.  The goals of this study are to help participants reflect on Godôs intentions in creating the 
world, human beings, and the human community and to consider what it means to be created ñin 

the image of Godò.  Classes will be held in Room 204 starting at 8:40 a.m. 
 

ADULT CLASS starting September 16 th .  Join Mark Fuller  as he shares discussion over six weeks 

on President Jimmy Carter's 2018 book, Faith, A Journey For All.   This class will meet in Room 

205 from 11:15 to 12:00 on Sundays .  You may get a copy of the book in the church office and 

sign the sheet and start reading and then join Mark for the discussion.  

 

LAST CALL “ON A MISSION FROM GOD” SESSIONS THAT HAVE ALREADY STARTED . 

If youôd like to join in, contact Pastor Bob at (815) 999-2800 or rtdealey@sbcglobal.net. 

 

http://www.123formbuilder.com/form-3938095/School-Admission-Form
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THE CONGREGATION IS INVITED TO A 50TH ANNIVERSARY PARTY 

IN HONOR OF PAUL AND CARREN REED. 

Saturday, September 15, 2018 from 1:00 to 5:00 p.m. at Synder's Cabin, Gage Park 800 SW Porter Rd. 

If you would like to send a card, please send to:  1615 SW Buchanan,  Topeka, KS, 66604 

 

WHAT-SEW-EVER has work sessions EVERY WEDNESDAY MORNING 

(9:00 a.m. to Noon) to increase PRODUCTION OF THE QUILTS created for 

Lutheran World Relief (shipped out in November) and other service agencies in 

Topeka.  You are welcome to join in the fun while providing warmth for those in 

need.  If you have questions, call Carolyn Olson at 272-6428. 

 

FROM THE SOCIAL CONCERNS COMMITTEE 

The committee has elected to choose one social concern ministry focus every 6 months and 

provide various support opportunities so each member can contribute however is most 

comfortable.  HUNGER is the ministry focus from April—September of 2018.   

Juli Tinoco, Social Concerns Committee Chair, 785-580-8478.  For more information about 

Blessing Boxes contact Anne Hawkins at 785-230-2102.  The congregation can also assist with 

donations of food and hygiene items to stock FIRST'S BLESSING BOX (located along the sidewalk 

south of the church):  please bring canned/packaged food items, and hygiene supplies (such as toothpaste, 

soap, feminine products, laundry detergent, dish soap, etc.) to church any time and place them directly in 

the Box.  Thank you! 

 

If you can help LET’S HELP on the third Wednesday of any month we’ll see you at 

200 North Kansas Avenue.  The next date for helping is September 19th. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our church will again be participating in the 2018 WALK TO END ALZHEIMER’S-Topeka, KS, 

Shawnee County.  We are committed to raising awareness and funds to support Alzheimer’s care, support 

and research and we need your help.  The walk this year will be held on Saturday, September 29th at Lake 

Shawnee, Shelter House 1 and 2.   

You can help in two ways:  Join us by walking to fight Alzheimer’s disease and/or make a donation.  

Those who raise $100 in donations will receive a free t-shirt.   

To REGISTER, visit alzwalkneks.org and find the “Join My Team” button.  The First Lutheran 

Church team name is Alz Saints.  We’ll see you at 8:30 a.m. on September 29th!! 

If you would like to make a donation, please give it to Pastor Jenny or the church office by September 24. 

We would be so grateful if you would join our team to fight this disease.  Marsha Serk 
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Blooms of red, orange, yellow, pink, violet and white MUMS  will be available for pickup on 

Saturday, September 29 th  between 8:00 and 11:30 AM  in the Parish Hall at FLC.  The 

price per pot will be $6.50.   Place your order with Cindy Lear  at cwlear@prodigy.net  or 

call 271 -0140 by September 16 th .  Thank you for your continued support of the Bethany 

College Scholarship Fund.  
 

 

DOORSTEP IS OPEN MONDAY ï FRIDAY, 8:00 A.M. ï 3:00 P.M. 

We are located at 1119 SW 10th Street (10th & Buchanan). 
We ask that you do not leave donations outside our building when we are not here. 

They often become a parking lot mess.  Thank you! 

HYGIENE KIT ITEMS:   Shampoo + Conditioner in 1,  Deodorant,  Shaving Cream & Razors 

 
 

SIGN UP FOR DOORSTEPôS 1ST ANNUAL NEIGHBOR HELPING NEIGHBOR 

WALK/5KRUN 

Saturday, October 6th is the date for our inaugural event!  We are planning on 
this becoming our second annual fundraiser each year! 

You can sign up to participate (in the Nave Lounge or contact Anita Nelson) 

yourself for $30 including a t-shirt (deadline September 10th to order a shirt) or 
sponsor a walker/runner!  Those getting sponsors will get a free t-shirt with 
pledges of $100 or more.  All proceeds will benefit Doorstep, Inc.  Get your family, 
friends, youth, community groups together and join us this October! 

We are excited about this event!  It will start/end from shelter houses 1 & 2 at Lake Shawnee.  

The Walk/Run will start at 9:30 a.m. with celebrity starter, Chris Fisher from WIBW-TV 13, after 
the Topeka High School Drum Line gets everyone pumped up and ready to go!  After the walk/run 
return to the shelter houses for a continental breakfast of fruit, granola bars, bagels, juice and 
water. 

Plan to join us for our first Neighbor Helping Neighbor Walk/5K Run on October 6th! 

 

SHOP & SUPPORT THE CHURCH 

First Lutheran Church will get credit for every purchase you make at Dillonôs with your 

registered Plus card and at the end of every quarter, the church will receive a check 

from Dillonôs.  During the quarter which ended on June 30th, 21 households had 

enrolled in the DILLON’S COMMUNITY REWARDS PR OGRAM  and we 

received $178.32.   

For ASSISTANCE SETTING UP an online account or with general questions, please contact Dillonôs at   

(800) 576-4377, option 3. 

mailto:cwlear@prodigy.net
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OUR MINISTRY TEAM IS GROWING,  

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH IS HIRING! 

Title:  Assistant Secretary:  Membership Records 

Definition:  The assistant secretary works with the Pastor(s) and secretary to 
collect and update membership information in Servant Keeper and produce 
parish directories.  For a full job description, come by or contact the church 
office.  If you have questions contact LaDonna or Pastor Jenny. 
 
 

 FLOWERS BRING SMILES  
Opportunity exists for 3 or 5 individuals or couples to make someone happy by           

DELIVERING ALTAR FLOWERS.  Number of vases varies from month to month since some 
flowers are picked up by donors.  Currently 4 volunteers are responsible for deliveries for 7 
months in 2019.  Would you consider choosing a month or two months to deliver flowers in order 

to bring smiles to the faces of the homebound, hospitalized, etc.?  Months available are:  

February, March, June, September and November.  No experience is necessary.  Please 

contact Nancy Vaughn, 272-1853 or vaughnn80@gmail.com or Eileen Caspers, 221-0664 or 
caspersem@gmail.com. 
 

 
ALTAR GUILD NOW OFFERING a SERVICE OPPORTUNITY 

Altar Guild is seeking up-beat folks with a willingness to serve at First Lutheran.  Responsibilities 
include helping current members continue to provide set up and clean up for communion worship 
services.  **No experience necessary.  **On the job training provided.  **Off MondayïFriday 

ANY MEMBER OF ALTAR GUILD WOULD WELCOME YOUR QUESTIONS. 

Maureen ñMoò Krumins  Patricia Drake   Saturday Evening 
Mary Fobes    Karen & Bob Wollin  Kim Magee 
Nancy Besta    Jeanie Schuler   Nancy Sherbert 
Nancy Vaughn    Elna Ensley    Dawn Graham 

 

 

 

 

mailto:vaughnn80@gmail.com
mailto:caspersem@gmail.com
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Iôll be serving and giving my time, talents, and treasures to make a difference by serving as a 
prayer partner and ______________________________________________________________. 
 
My contact person on the Mission Trip Planning Team is ________________________________.  
 
I have committed to donate _______________________________________________________.  
 

PLEASE BRING DONATIONS TO CHURCH BY NOVEMBER 4TH. 

 

MISSION TRIP PLANNING TEAM:  Dave Krug, Ann McConkey, Jerry Serk, Linda & John Harold 
                                                           David Drake, Melanie Schultz, Pastor Jenny 
 

TOGETHER WE ARE MAKING A DIFFERENCE. 

MISSION TRIP 2018 
Side by side, we are working to share the love of God and spread the hope of Jesus Christ.  We 

will journey together to Childrenôs Memorial Lutheran Church, now called ñThe Gathering 

Table.ò  This is a church that serves a community in significant need.  While the congregation is 
small, the church operates a meal service and clothing donation site for those in their community 
that are homeless or who live in need.  

 

Our congregation will serve in many ways:  before, during, and after November 17th. 

 

There are many ways to serve. 
Pray  

Donate food 
Install blinds 
Sort clothing 

Clean neglected areas of the church 
Lead or serve in worship at CMLC 

Assemble hygiene kits at First before Mission Day 
Build shelving before Mission Day 

Donate money, hygiene kit items, winter clothing 
Use a Thrivent Action Grant to help purchase items 

Thank you to the Scouts who are building First Aid kits 


