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Called by the Spirit, we serve Christ, sharing God’s love with all.

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH
WEBSITE: 1stlutherantopeka.org
1234 Fairlawn Road, Topeka, KS 66604 Church office: (785) 272-5302 CDO office: (785) 272-5999

Ministers All Members of First
Senior Pastor Reverend Jennifer Jackson
Coordinator of Stewardship and Outreach Pastor Bob Dealey
Children’s Day Out (CDO) Director Kathy Dale
Caring for Kids 1*' Director Julie Bradley
Organist Jerry Anderson
Director of Music Mark Fuller
Director of Handbell Choirs Linda Anderson
Secretary LaDonna J. Little
Assistant Secretary Jill Loomans
Bookkeeper Cindy Crawford
Nursery Attendant Tahira Schmidt
Missionaries in Russia Rev. Bradn & Natasha Buerkle
Missionaries in Guinea Jim & Dawn Anderson

WE WELCOME all who worship with us today! We extend a special greeting to our visitors and invite
you to worship with us again soon. Please make yourselves known to our pastor and people.

COME TO THE FELLOWSHIP TIME BEFORE AND AFTER THE WORSHIP SERVICE
Gather in the Nave Lounge to enjoy refreshments, talk with fellow worshippers, greet people you don’t
know, make new friends, enjoy your time at First and share the love of Christ.

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION Lutheran Christians believe that in the sacrament of Holy Communion,
by the power of God’s Word and Holy Spirit, we receive the body and blood of Jesus Christ, along with the
bread and wine, for our forgiveness and salvation. If you share in this belief, you are welcome to participate
with us. Non-communing children and adults may come forward to receive a blessing. White grape juice is
available, as well as gluten free wafers. If you desire to receive communion at your pew, please alert an
usher during the prelude.

A NOTE TO PARENTS: First Lutheran Church welcomes children of all ages to be a part of our worship
services. Children’s Bibles are located in the pews and a number of items are available on a cart in the
Nave Lounge to help them (and you) have a pleasant worship experience. We hope you enjoy these
activities in church and at home!!

CHILDCARE: If you prefer, you may leave your preschool children in our well-equipped, staffed nursery
during the service. Or, if you need to take a walk with your child, our speaker system provides audio of the
service in the Nave Lounge and Library.

WHEELCHAIR available in the north entranceway or in the church office.
EARPHONES for the hearing impaired and LARGE PRINT BULLETINS.

PLEASE, NO FOOD OR DRINK IN THE MAIN WORSHIP CENTER.
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THE CELEBRATION OF WORSHIP
AT FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH

A CHRISTMAS CAROL EUCHARIST and HEALING SERVICE

5:00 P.M. & 10:00 A.M. DECEMBER 29 & 30, 2018

Before worship, talk to God.  During worship, let God talk to you.  After worship, talk to your fellow worshipper.

GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

PRELUDE il n Dul ci Jubil oo (G. Kemner)
Congregation shall stand or sit, as able.
CHIMES

CALL TO WORSHIP
A: Starbright and whispedeep,
. The humble birth opens our eyes. The wonder ithe ordinary, the surprising presence of God in
the common things of life.
Starbright and whispedeep,
The holy Child touches our hearts, the carols bring lumps to our throats, the overwhelming love
of God brings tears to our eyes.
Starbrightand whispeideep,
The holy season, this sacred moment is filled with wondrous joy and cherished presence.

ox o2z

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

P: Amidst the darkness of this world, let us confess our sin and welcome the light of God's forgiveness.

Silence for reflectin and seHexamination.

Mary accepted your call to be the mother of Jesus.

Forgive our lack of faith and trust in your will.

Your Son was born in the poverty of a stable.

Forgive our neglect of the poor.

The shepherds left their flocks angnt to Bethlehem.

Forgive our selfishness and complacency.

The Magi followed the star to find the Savior of the nations.

Forgive our reluctance to seek you with all our hearts.

The angel said, You shall call his name Jesus for he will sayeebjgle from their sins. With great

TOUOUOTDOT

j oy, I announce to you the entire forgiveness

and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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INVOCATION

P: God of manger and star, open us to the depths and heights ofngoediblelove, whichcomes
through humble stories and glorious songs. Speak to us in word and music and lift us to the realms «
glory.

C: Amen.

Turn and face the back of the church. As the procession passes, turn and face the front of the church.

275GATHERING SONG fiAngels, from the Realms of Gléry

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Shine into our hearts the light of your wisdom, O God, and open our minds to the knowledge of your
word, that in all things we may think and act according to your good will and imeagdntinually in
the light of your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

C:. Amen.

Congregation shall sit.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
(Please pass the maroon signature of Friendship up and doavpeth.
Be sure to introduce yourself to your fellow worshippers.)

HEALING

God hears our prayers for healing and marks us with the cross of Christ.

LAYING ON OF HANDS A ND ANOINTING WITH OI L

Al Il n James 5, it says, “Ar e dpmy Are ang cheerfuy?oTiney shouldf e |
sing songs of praise. Are any among you sick? They should call for the elders of the church and hax
them pray over them, anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord. The prayer of faith will save the
sick, aml the Lord will raise them up; and anyone who has committed sins will be forgiven.

P: The laying on of hands and anointing with oil are signs first given to us in baptism. They remind us
that we are sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked forever withrties of Christ, who is health and
salvation for the whole world. Sisters and brothers, | invite you to come and receive a sign of healing
and wholeness in the name of the triune God.

Those who sense the need f or sGuagddrse fdive atithis gmeiton ¢
receive prayer, the laying on of hands and anointing with oflou may kneel, sit, or stand at the
communion railing. Those congregants who do not come forward are invited to spend time in silent praye
or lift their vaices in song.

785HYMN iwhen Peace |like a Riverod (Al't 1s Well w



HEALING PRAYER

P: Living God, through the laying on of handed anointinggrant comfort in suffering to all who are in
need of healing. When they are afraid, give themageirwhen afflicted, give them patience; when
dejected, give them hope; and when alone, assure them of the support of your holy people. We ask this
through Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.

WORD

God speaks to us in scriptures read, sung, and preached.

FIRST READING: 1 Samuel 2:1820, 26

Having dedicated her son Samuel to God's service, Hannah visits him every year when she and her husband, Elkanah,
come to the Lord's house to offer sacrifices. God grants Hannah more children, and Samuel himself gaindévor in t
sight of all.

BSamuel was ministering before the LORD, a boy wearing a linen epfidis mother used to make for

him a little robe and take it to him each year, when she went up with her husband to offer the yearly
sacrifice. 2°Then Eli would bles€lkanah and his wife, and say, "May the LORD repay you with children

by this woman for the gift that she made to the LORD"; and then they would return to their home.

26Now the boy Samuel continued to grow both in stature and in favor with the LORD énttheviteople.

L: This is the Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING: Colossians 3:1217
Just as newly baptized Christians in the early church were clothed with white robes upon arising from the baptismal
waters, so all who haveceived God's gift of life in Jesus Christ are covered with the character of Christ.

?As God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility,
meekness, and patiencéBear with one another and, if anyone hasommlaint against another, forgive

each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must fofgMaove all, clothe yourselves with

love, which binds everything together in perfect harmofind let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts,

to which indeed you were called in the one bod\nd be thankful. *éLet the word of Christ dwell in you

richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns,
and spiritual songs to God’And whateveryou do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.

L: This is the Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

Congregation shall stand or sit, as able.

CELTIC ALLELUIA
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P: The HolyGospel according to Saihtike, the 29 chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: Luke 2:41-52
Jesus grew up in a family that went to the Passover festival each year. It was in this environment of faithful adherenc
to the law that Jesus grewto spiritual maturity and an understanding of his identity and mission.

“INow every year [Jesus'] parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the PaséaAmdrwhen he was
twelve years old, they went up as usual for the festit®When the festial was ended and they started to
return, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his parents did not KAassitming that he was in

the group of travelers, they went a day's journ&hen they started to look for him among their relatives
andfriends. “*When they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem to search for him.

4eAfter three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and askin
them questions*’And all who heard him were amazed at hisenstanding and his answer&when his
parents saw him they were astonished; and his mother said to him, "Child, why have you treated us lik
this? Look, your father and | have been searching for you in great anxi€ye' said to them, "Why were

you sarching for me? Did you not know that | must be in my Father's housé®ut they did not
understand what he said to them.

5Then he went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient taHisemother treasured alll
these things in her heaf®?And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human favor.

P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.
Congregation shall sit.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

SERMON

295 HYMNOFTHEDAY i Of t he Fatherdés Love Begottenbd
Stanza 1. Women 2. Men 3.& 4. ALL Please Stand 5. ALL

Congregation shaltemainstandng or sitting, as able.

NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit
and the virgin Mary and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSON

A: Dwelling in the presence of God with us, let us boldly pray for the church, the world, and all in any
need.

A brief silence.

A: God of wisdom, open our ears to hear yousrcg through the words and deeds of childrierspire the
youngest and oldest in our midst to learn from one another with humility and patience. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

A: God of creation, praise to you for hills and mountains, fruit teeesforests, animals wild and tame,

sea monsters, birds, and reptileSpark delight in our hearts for all that you have maHear us, O

God.

Your mercy is great.

God of hope, call us to peace and bind us together in perfect Make wars tocease. Guide the

leaders of the nations in your way of wisdom, compassion, and tolerdeeg.us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of healing, mend the broken hearts of those who suffer thisTdegsure everyone who struggles

with addiction, lomliness, hunger, unemployment, mental illness, or sickesgeciallyi see bulletin

pagell). Hear us, O God.

C:. Your mercy is great.

The Assisting Minister offers additional prayers.

A: God of life, draw us into the body of Christ and make us growith ind hope Fill us with hearts of
thanksgiving made visible in our words and actions for the sake of the whole \ad.us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

A: God of delight, fill us with songs of praise and hope even in the midst of despairathd @emfort
the grieving. Strengthen our faith until the day we will be gathered around your throne singing in
eternal praiseHear us, O God.

C:. Your mercy is great.

P: Trusting in the presence of God by the power of the Holy Spirit, we commend alhém we pray,
dwelling in the light and hope of Christ, our Savior.

C:. Amen.

20 =20

PEACE “God has come to dwell among us. To bless and to heal us. To befriend and give us peace.”
P: The peace of the Lord be with you alwaysC: And also with you.
Theministers and congregation greet one another in the name of the Lord.
Peace be withyou.  R: Peace be with you.

Congregation shall sit.



OFFERING Al n t he Bl eak Midwintero (Holst / arr. Kimball)

Congregation shall stand or sit, as able.

288 OFFERING SONG fiGood Christian Friends, Rejoide Stanza 3

OFFERING PRAYER

A: Holy God,

C: your beauty shines forth from the mangerand your love flows from the cross.As you gather us
around these signs of your love come among usarm us to extend your care among the hungry
and all in need. In Jesus' name we pray.Amen.

MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION iGod With
This morning we are using a hymn setting for Holy Communignien | ed “ God Wi t h
The Communion liturgy will be sung to Christmas carols.

PREFACE tune:A O, Come Al Il Ye F aS$ungRespdnsively
The Lord be with you.

And with you, His servant.

Oh, come, let us lift our hearts unto the Lord.

With hearts uplifted thanks to Him we render:

With joy we come before Him in gratefulness implore Him,

With thankful hearts adore Him evermore!

OUOT

GREAT THANKSGIVING Spoken by Pastor

P: Thanks and praise be to You, our Father, almighty Creator, merciful Lord, Gptbmise and
fulfillment. Of old Your faithful people waited for the day of Your visitation, manifest at last when the
time had fully come and You sent forth Jesus Christ, Your Son. Having seen His glory, now we wait
for the day of consummation, when Wél come again as Judge and King. And so, with the Church on
earth and hosts of heaven, we praise Your name and join their unending hymn:

SANCTUS Tune:AHar k! The Her al d Shng byeCbngregatiom g 0
Holy, holy, holy Lord! God of hosts, by all alored!
Heavén and earth cannot contain Al t h

Hail, hosanna, God most high! Blest is He who now draws nigh
In the name of God the King! Hallelujahs glad we sing:
Hail, hosanna! Praises due Be forever, Lord, to You!



CONSECRATION Tune: A | Heard t he BeSuhgbypyCongregation
The night Lord Jesus was betrayed
He took the bread, and when Hedd pr
He broke and gave them of the bread
And unto his disciples said:
(The pastor speaks the words of institutionthe bread)

Then,whent he sacred meal was ober
Our blessed Savior spoke once more:
He offered thanks, and lifted up,
To give to all the blessed cup.
(The pastor speaks the words of institutionthe wine)

LORD'S PRAYER Tune:Ail't Came Upon a MiSumgibygCGongre@tiore ar o
Our Father, Lord on heavénds high th
Most holy be Your name.
Your kingdom come. Your will be done
Onearth--i n heavédén the same.
Give us this day the food we need,;

Forgiven may we be;

Into temptation do not lead;
From evil set us free.

Yours is the kingdom; unto You
In grateful love we bow;
And Yours the powdr ; Lord, l et wus
Your mighty presence now.
The glory Yours; Your praise be sung
By angel hosts and men
I n evdry | and, by evédéry tongue
Forevermore! Amen.
P: Come to the table where Christ meets us. Eat, rejoice, and be glad!
Congregation shall sit.
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION
COMMUNION VOLUNTARY A O Littl e Town of (EBBroudhtortanr &.fiRédner)
Please join in singing familiar Christmas Hymns as introduced by thenorga
Congregation shall stand or sit, as able.

POST COMMUNION BLESSING C: Amen.



POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

A: God of wonderin Jesus we behold the light of the world come néaryou have come among us now,
send us out in joy, hastening to shtre good nes of your love. We ask this in the name of Jesus,
through the Spirit dwelling among us now and forever.

C: Amen.

LITANY FOR THE NEW YEAR

A: God of our Life, we thank you for the year that is passed and for the dawn of another year.

C: We thank you for whatever happiness has been our lot.

A: We thank you for whatever trials have come our way.

C: And we pray you to transform both our happy memories and the remembrance of trials into
nurture for our spirits.

A: In the New Year, Timeless One, keep your $piris pr essur e on us -workeest w
with you, pursuing your purposes in this héiled, painracked world:

C. freedom, peace with justice, compassion without bounds.

A: God Beyond Time, at a time when we stand between memory and hope,

C: we pray for those having too many memories and little or no hope, except in your final mercy.

A: Be with those who are walking in death’s shadc

C: and equip us for the ministry of presence that we may at least be with them, near them, even if
there isnothing else we can do.

A: We pray in the name of him whose own years on Earth were few, but whose impact for healing wa:
incalculable.

C. Jesus Christ, the Lord of the old year and of the new and of all our years, the Lord of history and
of eternity. Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
BLESSING tune:A O Come, Al Il Ye F asundResponsdively

P: The Lord bless and keep you, Look with love upon you,
Be gracious, and cause His face to shine péthce!
C: Glory to Father, Son, and Holy Spirit!
The Savior close beside us,
Goddéds |l ove from harm to hide us,
The Spirités powdbr to guide us ev

267 SENDING SONG fiJoy to the World
DISMISSAL
A: Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus.

C: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE fiNoel o6trangero (L. C. )doOACc
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PERMISSIONS: Eucharist Liturgy 6 Go d Wi regnodudesi dnder CCLI License 2223794 ELW Setting 10

Text and Music copyrighted © 2006 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America Published by Augburg Fortress,

Publishers, reproduced under OneLicense.net A710318; 0 Ce |l t i ¢ Mhsicloell9Bi5a &,i nt an Od6Car
Christopher Walker, admin. OCP Publicationsyeproduced under OneLicense.net A710318; Hy mn 0 O, Come
Al | Ye Faithf dlhe&;, HeHwid &AHagrk!s Singo; Hy mn 0o Heard
Mi dni g htAll €ings aepraduced under OneLicense.net A710318 or in Public Domain. New Revised

Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the

Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

The SENIOR CHOIR will not be singing today. REHEARSAL WILL RESUME JANUARY 10™,

THE ALTAR FLOWERS are given by the Roark Family.
AiWi th trumpets and the sound of the horn shout

ETERNAL CANDLE FOR DECEMBER given by Marsha & Jerry Seiik memory of her parents,
Freeman & Lois Vicory and her brother, David Vicory.

P AR E N Tt&é this b ulletin home for a fun game with your kids! Have them
search through the bulletin and circle or highlight this week dsliLDvor d:

U}L Owur % ff

@ /\<_/

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH ARE REQUESTED FOR THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE:
Liz Munns (Stormont-Vail Hospital), Ann Johnson (McCrite Rehab), Diane White (home), Breck Edds
(home), Mike Wilson (home), Rob Peterson (home), Vera Pearce (home), Cindy Ronnekamp (home), Ken
Sherbert (home), Charlotte Weddle (CDO Teacher), Julie Bradley (Caring for Kids 1% Director), Don
Kaphingst ( Mar gar letwis CaatvferdW@indy’s hasband)y Dart Ligkéng (oysin of Nancy
Sherbert), Nancy Isley Wolfe (friend of the Wolgast’s), Marjorie Perry (Bill’s mother), Linda Deines
(Karen Papp’s sister), Ben Beery (friend of Haden Roark), Jerome Gutierrez (Dolores Ussery’s nephew),
Keith Brumbaugh (Ruth Denno’s brother), Heather Roesch (Tracy’s sister-in-law), Norm Stahl (friend of
Carolyn Olson), Katelynn Herring (Jeanie Schuler’s great niece), Bob Avery (friend of Carolyn Olson),
Robin Michael (daughter of friend of Nancy Vaughn), Mary Lou Brunkhorst (Ann Sanders’ mother), Linda
Myers (Trudi’s daughter-in-law), David Metzenthin (Bud & Lois’ son), Annika Lundgren (friend of the
Engelhardt’s).
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LAY MINISTERS TODAY

First after Christmas 10:00 am

Assisting Minister

Lector

Candlelighter / Crucifer
Communion Assistants
Presenting the Gifts

Healing ServicePrayer Team
Council Member Team

Altar Guild

Ushers

North / South Door Greeters
Coffee Hosts

Bus Driver & Host/Hostess
Saturday Lector / Altar Guild
Stephen Minister 12/31/181/6/19

George Bales

Juli Tinoco

Allison Montague / Madison Liby

Dru & Kori Finney

Chris & Cindy Lear

Pastor JennyDiane Dukat

Bill Barker

Nancy Vaughn

David & Patricia Drake

Byron & Sara Welch / Marvin & Penny Boleski

Penny & Marvin Boleski

Randy Debenham, LaVerne Engelhardt

Dick Nelson / Dawn Graham

George Bales

LOOKING FORWARD TO NEXT WEEK

January 61 Epiphany

10:00 am

Assisting Minister

Lector

Candlelighter / Crucifer
Communion Assistants
Presenting the Gifts

Council Member Team
Altar Guild

Ushers

North Door Greeters

South Door Greeters

Coffee Hosts

Bus Driver & Host/Hostess
Saturday Lector / Altar Guild
Stephen Minister 1/713/2019

John Hanna

Robert Hanna

Adam Crawford / Blake Arndt

Scott Bangert, Ted Ensley

Marvin & Penny Boleski

Bob Wollin, Shirley Waugh

Nancy Besta, Marffobes, Maureen Krumins

Gary Anderson, Diane Dukat

Ruth Denno, Lu Heisler

Barb Collins, Chere Lewman

Char Taggart, Pam Callaway

Marvin & Penny Boleski

Hope Krug / Kim Magee

Diane Dukat

3 ol i
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Z IN THE FIRST PLACE THIS WEEK Z

CDO (Children’s Day Out) Preschool 9 a-3 p - Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday 9-11:30 a — Thursday

TODAY Friday, January 4
FIRST SUNDAY AFTER C HRISTMAS CDO Staff Returns
10:00 a.m~ Christmas CaroCommunionand Pastor Dayéofi ny ' s

Service of Healing
24p.m—-Art Sandqgqui Recepsonmie t i Saturday, January 5
5:00 p.m— Holy Communion(Chapel)
Monday, Deember 31
OFFICE CLOSES AT NOON Sunday,January 6
7:00p.m-8:00a.mi New Year 6sPHcv e EPIPHANY
ENDOWME NT SUNDAY
Tueday, January 1 8:40 a.m. — Adult Education
9:00 a.m. — Youth Bell Choir Rehearsal

; %ﬁm%ﬁ 9:30 a.m. — Children’s Choir Rehearsal
A% §W- 9:40 a.m. — Senior Choir Warm-up

m 10:00 a.m. — Holy Communion
11:15 a.m. — Alpha Worship & Sunday School
OFFICE CLOSED 11:15 a.m. — “Personal Fraud Protection”
District Attorney Mike Kagay
Wedneslay, January 2 12:15p.m. — Youth & Family Ministry
9:00 a.m~ WhatSewEver 4:00 pm. — Cub Scout Committee (115)
7:00 p.m— Outreach Committee
LESSONS JANUARY5 & 6
Thursday, January 3 Isaiah 60:1-6 Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14
6:30 p.m~ Caring For Kids IMeeting Ephesians 3:1-12 Matthew 2:1-12

PARISH NOTICES

Good news! We are in the process of UPDATING OUR CHURCH DIRECTORY, with the hope of
distributing it in early 2019. We will be including cell phone numbers and email addresses for all family
members, and if your children are living away from home while attending college, we would love to include
their contact information as well! If you have changed your physical address, phone numbers, or email
address in the past year, please let the church office know as soon as possible so we can ensure that
the most current information is included. (If you do not want your cell phone or email information
listed, please let us know that as well.) THANKS FOR YOUR HELP IN THIS ENDEAVOR!

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED GENEROUS SUPPORT
We have received a total &289,496in financial commitments for the coming year (of that amount
$287,706is for general offering an#1,790is for capital maintenance). If you have not already done so,
you may still make a commitment for 2019. In addition, year-end gifts will help usto touch the lives

of many as we carry out God’s mission in the worl
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ANNUAL REPORTS DUE TOMORROW, MONDAY, DECEMBER 31
ALL Committees and Organizationsmay submit their annual reports to the church
office by Monday, December 3%, so that the annual booklet of reports can be
printed and collated for availability to the congregationSunday, January 2.
Please email reports to the church secretarysttitheantopeka@sbcglobal.net
[ y place a typed copy on LaDonna’'s desk.

Donation forthe ETERNAL CANDLES for the Worship Center and the Chapel are neededJatober.
Candles are available at a cost$@0 for the month and may be given in remearire or in honor of
someone. Please contact LaDonna, in the church office, (785)-53® or email her at
1stlutherantopeka@sbcglobal.te@place your order.

A LIMITED NUMBER OF DATES ARE AVAILABLE FOR 2019 ALTAR FLOWERS
ZU[@ Altar flowers cost$21.83 per vase or $43.66 for two vaseslTo sign up for altar
Fl@ r flowers, please COMPLETE AN ORDER FO RM, place the form in the blue folder
Mg 1 '4 next to the Altar Flower Wall Chart. The information required on the fowtudes:

) | your name, billing address, the date for which the flowers are requested and information
> you want included in the church bulletirCURRENT OPEN DATES FOR BOTH
VASES (unless indicated otherwise)INCLUDE: 4/28 (1 vase); 5/26; 6/2;

9/8 (1 vase); and 9/15 Please call the church office at (785) Z302 or contact
Eileen Caspers at (785) 2P664 or caspersem@gmail.coiifi you have additional
guestions.

THE WORSHIP COMMITTEE is moving ahead with developing a new Wednesday night
service that would be less formal than our Saturday night and Sunday services. If you would like

to be a part of the planning, please contact John Hanna, t he Wor shi p Commi tte
email, at jdhanna9164@sbcglobal.net, or by phone or text message, at 785-608-5060.

NEW YEARGS EVEfrol ZAG0P.¥. to 8:00 a.m FOR KIDS AND YOUTH!!!
On December 31 st, bring your friends, a sleeping bag, a snack to share, and a fun  attitude
as together we ring in the new year at church. Kar aoke, bonfire, video games, friendship
bracel et s, SO MUCH FUN to have together. Let o
fellowship with each other.

ENDOWMENT SUNDAY is January 6. We welcome Mike Kagay, District Attorney, to come and
speak on the topic of “Personal Fraud Protection.” He will speak at 11:15 a.m. in the sanctuary. Before
he begins, at 11:05 a.m. hear from our Safety and Security Team about the work that they are doing.

ADULT LEARNING CLASS starting January 13™. Join Pastor Jenny and explore
the book, "Unafraid" by Adam Hamilton. This five week class will address how our
faith and Scriptures impact our response to fear. In preparation for the class, grab a
book in the church office and take a 2 minute survey on fear.
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ JY XWKT7
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LENTEN DEVOTIONAL WRITERS NEEDED
On January 5™ and 6" you will have the opportunity to sign up to write a Lenten devotional.
Someone will be in the Nave Lounge both before and after church to sign you up. What this will involve is
that you will be given two to four scriptures to read and then write up how you interpret these scripture in
about 200 words. These devotionals will be for each day from Ash Wednesday through Easter. If you
have any questions, please contact George Bales at 235-3781. Please consider serving in this way and
sharing your gifts.

IfyoucanhellL ET 6 S Idrihethird Wednesdayof any monthwe ’ | | s T yﬁ kl at
200 North Kansas Avenue The next date for helping isJanuary 16", 2019. sets lelp

THE 6 - 12" GRADE YOUTH WILL BE PREPARING AND SERVING
A DELICIOUS SOUP LUNCHEON
for the congregation before the Annual Meeting on the 27,
There will be a freewill offering for the youth programs.
YOUR GENEROSITY IS APPRECIATED.

~~VERY IMPORTANT~~
ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
JANUARY 27, 2019
Following lunch in PARISH HALL

HEALING
SERVICE
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First Sunday of Christmas &, December 30, 2018

Anxious Searching

he central image for today is of two parents anxiously searching for Jesus.

Mary’s words ring out: “Child, why have you treated us like this? Look,
your father and I have been searching for you in great anxiety” (Luke 2:48). It
is an anxiety-producing thing when we are put into a position of searching for
that which we cannot find. We are destabilized and knocked out of a position
of control. To search is to be vulnerable, and that vulnerability usually mani-
fests itself in anxiety.

Notice, however, that while Mary and Joseph are frantic (and rightfully
s0), Jesus is anything but anxious. Jesus knows where his parents are, and he
knows to whom he belongs. He goes about the world as a child with unmatched
calm and trust. He responds to his mother, “Why were you searching for me?
Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s house?” (Luke 2:49). Do you
hear the difference between Jesus’' tone and Mary’s tone? One feels secure
while the other feels afraid.

Jesus’ security comes from knowing that he is known and loved by God.
It’s like a child at a playground; if the child trusts that the parent is nearby and
watching, he or she is free to explore and play and even venture out. Mary’s
security comes from knowing where her son is. In other words, Mary’s security
is dependent upon what she knows, whereas Jesus’” security is dependent upon
being known.

There is much to search for in this life and much to feel anxious about.
But rejoice! Though things may feel out of joint or lost, we can rest securely
in Christ. Just as Christ belongs to the Father, so do you. You are known and
embraced fully by God. So, rest easy, breathe deeply, and carry out your
searching in peace.

Cover: The Tivelve Year Oid Jesus in the Temple. Woodcut, hand-colored in dark blue, red, yellow, ochre, and brown-violet, ¢. 1480-1500. Copyright © National Gallery of Art. Used by permission.

Readings are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible with Apocrypha, copyright © 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ In the United
States. Revised Cormmon L y copyright © 1892 by the C on Common Texts (CCT), admin. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Please visit our Web site at
www.augsburgfortress.org.
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